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Iowa SAT Scores Top in the Nation 

 

DES MOINES, Iowa – Iowa students continue to perform well on the SAT, the college entrance exam 

administered by the College Board. With three percent of 2009 graduating seniors taking the exam, 

the SAT is less predominant in Iowa than the ACT test. Iowa students who take the SAT perform well, 

however, with the highest composite scores in the nation for reading, math and writing. 

 

Iowa students posted SAT mean scores of: 

 610 in critical reading, compared to a national mean score of 501; 

 615 in math, compared to a national mean score of 515; 

 588 in writing, compared to a national mean score of 493. 

 

The 10-year change shows a 16-point increase in reading and 17-point increase in math. Decade 

information is not available for the writing test, which has been administered since 2006. 

 

Of the 2009 graduating class in Iowa, 1,105 students took the SAT. Complete results are available on 

the College Board’s website at www.collegeboard.com.  

### 

The Iowa Department of Education works with the State of Iowa Board of Education to provide 
oversight, supervision and support for the state education system, which includes public elementary 
and secondary schools, nonpublic schools that receive state accreditation, area education agencies, 
community colleges and teacher preparation programs. The department is committed to high levels of 
learning, achievement and performance for all students, so they will become successful members of 
their community and the workforce. 
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